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The IRS can do a
better job of collecting
child support payments
than state and local
agencies.

canne Greystone trusted her hus-

band. She also trusted the govern-
ment.

She and her children are still suffer-
ing from those two mistakes.

After her husband left and moved in
with his secretary, Joanne expected that
he would keep his word and continue to
support their three children. Before
long, the checks stopped coming. The
kids went without new clothes and,

did not know where her next
coming from.

Meanwhile, her ex was vacationd
Aspen and.the Caribbean with b
girlfriend. He managed to\a
his court-ordered chi
ments by periodi
address. When Jo

wonder that only 20 per-
s are collected. This,

granted by the federal government to
automate these agencies’ computer sys-
tems.

The phenomenon affects you even if
you are not a single parent, because
your tax dollars end up supporting the
children of deadbeat parents.

It’s not as if state legislators haven’t
been trying to deal with this crisis.
Under the federal welfare reform law,
enacted in 1996, all states had to step up
efforts to pursue delinquent accounts by
Jan. 1 of this year or face heavy finan-
cial penalties. Pennsylvania alone
stands to lose $105 million in federal
funding and $719 million for temporary

requires appl
rity number
license. According

N V),
apia collected $150,000 from
winners whose names were

withholds drivers’ licenses, fishing and
hunting licenses, boating permits, pro-
fessional certifications and other privi-
leges from Pennsylvania citizens unless
their support is up to date.

Despite these efforts, the caseload
continues to increase, rising from 13
million to 20 million cases between 1990
and 1993. Nationwide, more than $40
billion remains uncollected. The collec-
tion of child support is a national dis-
grace.

Even with the Uniform Family Inter-
state Support Act, where state orders
are enforced in sister states, errors and
delays are notorious. Parents still cross
state lines to avoid paving.

There is a better way. Instead of hun-
dreds of agencies chasing deadbeat par-
ents, we should cnly use one, the Inter-

Woodsey, D-Calif. (she is
welfare mother), introduced the

0 )
\the already established
pegistry of child support

D%l 3 computers, resources .and
atti { the IRS has amr 84 percent col-

cton rate, more than four times that of
1 agencies.

Under the proposed scenario, state
courts would continue to establish sup-
port orders. The IRS would collect the
money and disburse it menthly, via the
Social  Security = Administration:
Employees would be required to include
court-ordered support data when they
declare their withholding status.
Employers would then collect payments
from paychecks, and delinquency
claims would be sent to the IRS. This is
welfare reform at its most basic.

The collection of child support pay-
ments is as much a federal function as
the delivery of the mail and national
defense. Yes, the fashion in government
these days is to tramsfer programs,
responsibilities and money from Wash-
ington to the states. This is fine for prob- .
lems that should be addressed on a local
level. -
But when it comes to child support,
America is one big state. Americans are
free to travel wherever they want,
which is why the IRS is particularly
suited for this role, especially when
child support can make a difference
between sclvency and poverty for -sin-
gle-parent family. R

Of course, we would all prefer that
men like Joanne’s ex simply supported
their children. But until the day arrives
that deadbeat parents are controlled by
their consciences, we need the IRS to
keep their promises for them.

Nancy Larkin Tayloris an attorney who
practices family law in Bucks County.




