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general usually lead to seeking psy-
“chological treatment. It is then the memo-
ries return.

Healing from abuse is a long — in fact,
lifelong -— process. Connecting present
dysfunction with childhood events takes
time. The wounded adult needs to pro-
ceed slowly enough not to damage fur-

soeumulate, they  ther an already compromised ego struc-

By Nancy Learkin Taylor . than their abuser. To be angry at the par-
ent or family member who abused them
requires remembering the horrifying
events., That is too shattering to the child
each was — a child, in most cases, G¢
pendent on the abuser for survival.
Many will spend g‘.heir 240

During the last three years, 1 and oth-
ers have worked long hours to pass Penn-
sylvania Senate Bill 896. 1t will allow
survivors of childhood sexual abuse to
file suit against their abusers up to the

2 1 = |
age of 30, or at any age, B 0 three years ... ive acts as a way pf{expressing

after discovering the link between adult ¢ 3 ; ' ' SN : . -
K intense internal pressure\of unresolved A 3 S I3 strong societal  ure. It is unreasonable to expect a survi-
pr‘.’:‘:;mszd;shl;dhz:d abm'th sexual abuse. de etrators. Childhood  vor to be capable of filing suit before the
T and offers e ime with the e client a‘;‘fdmig: ut pieges e oy v behev: age_:: 0. l be strong
three-year window for filing. o tmosphere of neg- he survivor also must be stron
v g She showed me ars , niana‘m atmosphere of meg* . o8\ to go against his or her family. To

Why do I think this bill is worth every
effort to effect its passage into Jaw?

Because I've seen so many clients suf-
fering from the adult fallout of childhood
incest or sexual abuse, and their lives are -
often all but ruined by it.

What happens when a 6-year-old gir

emotional sCarTIng : the larger time frame is so  TUPLUTe the family secrecy and denial re--
al i80b \ se of the unique nature of quires great courage. It is not a la_wsuit.
hyod sexual abuse itself. In May, undertaken simply for monetary gain but
g a Pennsylvania Senate Judiciary to restore the _shattered adult’'s sense _of
fmittee hearing, survivors, psycholo- self-dignity. It is a consummate act of in-

¥ists, counselors and an attorney testified  teBrily by the survivor, because it de-

Nancy Larkin Taylor, an

is fondled each night, or a second-grade about the broad range of psycholo jcgl mMands so much from him or her in the 3 .
is farced to per%orm oral sex on Ais reactions that deter %survivgrgr fromglun— courtroom, and out of it. , attomey in Doylestown, was
grandfather? These children develop OR derstanding the impact of childhood mo- - 1t is time for to stop condoning child- g:;!:nger}té:f t:e Advisory .
ing mechanisms. Most often, this mean Iestation until mid-adulthood — often  hood sexual abuse, by being deaf and Ch‘ltr! il e County -
some type of amnesia to block the un not until their 30s or 40s. blind to innocent children who suffer this o el "'f"'“ °""E and is :
bearable memories. This sbuse is 50 secretive, so humiliat-  crime in childhood — and suffer the con- C:il drz%‘;n?”g;: N :suggén -

"In adulthood, those repressed memo- ing, so devastating, that the shattered  sequences again and again in adulthood. ‘ =
Fes can cause acting-out behavior. The  gi psyche defends itself by blocking memo- SB 896 gives us all hope for a future free ?(l;rbgﬁéi:fegder a”,f solicitor
shame, fear and anger become internal- The adult survivor deserves compen- ry of the event. In adulthood, the diffi-  of this horrendous, covert poisoner of 80 Court s County Family

ized and turned on themselves rather sation for Lhe cost of psychological treat-  culties 2 survivor has in coping with life ~ many lives.




