Says Dr. Strochak, “Grandpar-
ents in these situations also have
their own anger and resentment.
Sometimes, wittingly or unwit-
tingly, they foster animosity
between the young parents. In
many cases, circumstances dic-
tate that a grandparent assume
primary care of the child. The
grandparent bonds quickly with

the child, and these bonds become S

hard to break, which can create a

tug of war when one or the other

parent seeks to re-establish t &

basic parenting relationship ¢
take their parents to co

versa) at some point in
custody.”

Strochak advises grandpa
to view thejr s :

only temp
relinquish

Insist that both teen-age par-
ents take as much responsibility
as possible for the care of the
child.

+ Don’t foster anger between
the parents. As difficult as it
might be, don't take sides in their
disagreements. ‘

+ Don’t criticize the teen-agers’
parenting skills unnecessarily. We
all learn by making mistakes.
Thankfully, most of our mistakes
have harmless outcomes. -

Nancy Larkin Taylor is an attorney who
practices family law in Bucks County.



